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pared to handle political matters according to Fascist ideas, a
kind of new ruling class, of which Fascism was in great need.
But even these faculties were subject to the usual rules of
universities; no really independent Fascist university came into
being, a thing which is significant if one considers that the only
university with an independent ideological character which
prospered in these times was the Catholic University of Milan.
Fascist teaching in the form of new items compulsorily intro-
duced into the curricula of the several schools, consisted mainly
of two new subjects: 'Fascist Culture' and * Corporative Law'.
The first was rather vaguely defined. For a long time after it
was 'recommended' as a supplementary subject in all schools,
and then made an essential part of courses in history or other
subjects, the teachers themselves found it difficult to give that
name substance. Finally, 4 Fascist Culture' established itself as
a compound of several elements: history of the * decadence' of
Italy before the First World War, and the revival brought by
the pre-Fascists (Crispi, Oriani, d'Annunzio, etc.) and by
Fascists; the organization of the Fascist Party and other Fascist
institutions; and the new ideologies (Rome, Empire, moral and
material primacy of the Italian people over other peoples,
etc.). This teaching of 'Fascist Culture' remained as a sign of
the impossibility of transforming culture into something purely
Fascist. It was realized that there could not be two cultures side
by side, and it was continually emphasized in circular letters
from the Minister of Education that the Fascist attitude must be
kept in evidence in the teaching of all subjects. On the other
hand an attempt was made to give strength to this 'Fascist
Culture' as an important by-product of culture. It never became
a * subject* in the technical sense, with a special teacher for it and
with special examinations. Pupils were never worried by the
study of 'Fascist Culture'; and being worried is the first sign of
the importance assigned to a subject in Italian schools.
The Fasctet doctrine of corporations and syndicates had been
given a form more clearly defined than other points of the new
ideology. In spite of its practical shortcomings, it had been
developed into a systematic theory which could be taught as a
special subject. Soon after the Charter of Labour was published,
the teaching of ^Corporative Law was introduced not only in
-those schools where economic subjects were taught, but in
practically all schools, including the elementary. In those schools
where political economy was studied, as in the Lyceum, this
subject was more and more reduced to the new Corporative Law.
The various doctrines of political economy were taught sum-
marily as past failures which had found their remedy in the new